
"1 know (someparishioners)feel betrayed."
Archbishop Thomas Kelly

Kelly discusses abuse cases
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- . . . . ^ ^ BY MICHjIEL CLEVENGER. the COuniER-JOURNAi.Arcnbjshop Thomas Kelly, nght, made his first public comments about allegations of sexual abuse fay priests at a news conference
yesterday. With him was Brian Reynolds, chief administrative officer for the Archdiocese of Louisville.
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Catholic officials in Louisville con
tinue to receive allegationsof past sex
ual abuse by priests, beyond those
outlined in 32 recent lawsuits against
the archdiocese, Archbishop Thomas
Kelly said yesterday.

The archdiocese is deciding whether
it will publicly disclose some of those
allegations, Kelly said in his firstpub
lic comments since the nationwide
scandal over clergy sexual abuse hit
Louisville last montii.

Speaking at archdiocesan headquar
ters, Kelly said that aiding victims of
abuse is "our primary concern" and
that the church is working to prevent
future abuse.

The archbishop did not discuss spe
cifics about six current or former
)riests accused of abuse in lawsuits
iled against the archdiocese since

mid-April.
But asked whether there are other

active priests who have faced allega
tions that their parishioners would
want to know about, Kellysaid, "We'll
be having a couple of conversations."

Brian Reynolds, chief administrative

officer for the archdiocese, said
church officials "are hearing literally
everyday from parishioners and par
ishes asking questions about individ
ual priests. Priests are asking ques
tions about themselves. This is an ac-
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the potential financial impact on the
archdiocese from 32 lawsuits filed
against it in the past month, alleging
abuse by priests and a teacher. But he
said the worst impact is a feeling by
some parishioners that the church has
let them dowm,particularly in congre
gations with current or former priests
accused of abuse.

"I know they feel betrayed, and I
somehow feel that I somehow very
unwillingly have been part of that be
trayal and of their pain," Kellysaid in
a news conference at archdiocesan
headquarters. "We promise to work
with each one of those parishes to de
termine how best to deal with them."

Kelly and Reynolds said the church

is reviewing allegations it has re
ceived in recent weeks.

Theonly active priest accused in a
recent lawsuit, the Rev. Thomas
Creagh, resignedthis weekas pastor
of Holy Family Churchafter parish
ioners complamed they should have
been toldabouta 1982 all^ation that
came to light in a lawsuit filed last
week. The suit accuses the archdio
cese of reneging on an agreement to
keep Creagh out of ministry with chil
dren —an allegationdisputed by Kel
ly,whowasarchbishop at the timeof
the accusation. Creagn was accused
of sexual abuse in 1983 in another
suit filed yesterday.

Kelly said he and his colleagues
knew little about pedophilia 30 years
ago.

don't think (my
predecessors)
understood anything
about the

psychological
dimensions of this."

Archbishop Thomas Keily

"We knew there were some moral
lapses, but we treated them (by telling
an alleged offender to) go on retreat
and come back and maybe go to a
different assignment," said Kelly,

who has led the diocese since 1982. "I
think that's what my predecessors
did. I don't think they understood
anything about thepsychological di
mensions of this. We saw only the
moral side of it."

While not commenting on pending
lawsuits, Kellysaid: "If we knew then
what we know now, it could have
been prevented. I feel verysad that
we didn't know it."

In more than a dozen lawsuits ac
cusing retired priest Louis E. Miller of
abuse in the 1960s and 1970s, plain
tiffs allege the archdiocese assigned
Miller to at leastfourparishesand a
hospital chaplainjy despite knowl
edge of abuse. Bishop Charles Ma-
loney confirmed to The Courier-Jour
nal last week that he had passed on a

complaint ofunspecified misconduct
to a previous archbishop in the eariy
1960s.

Kellyalso said he laments that in
nocent priestsare being stigmatized,
citing the case of one pnest who
heard one woman tell another,
"Watch your children."

"I find this to be verypainful in
deed. Our priests have ^ven their
lives in the service of theu* people,"
he said. 'To have this all callea into
question is... the most painful thing
after" the victims' suffering.

Kellysaid he respects the right of
people to sue the archdioceseit they
choose to, though he repeated eariier
invitations that anyone who believes
they have been abused come and talk
with church officials.

He said that once a lawsuit is filed,
court procedure forbids archdiocesan
officials from talking directly to ac
cusers, making it difncult to offerpas
toral ministry.But he said he respects
those legal boundaries.

Kelly cautioned against oversimpli
fying meissue, saying it isdifficult to
put mtoone categoryvarioustypesof
allegations.

"When you've seen one case of
child abuse, you've seen one case,"
he said.

He said the archdiocese has not re
ceived any allegations of a priest mo
lesting a child after 1993, when the
archdiocese implemented policies on
preventingand responding to abuse.
All allegations involve incidents in
earlier decades. ij


